To fulfil our responsibilities as ethical researchers, we believe it is essential that all researchers with direct contact with participants be fully immunised, using national guidelines, against relevant diseases. The prevention of avoidable harm would appear to be an ethical imperative, but we can find no consistent guidance in this area for researchers at a national or international level. We suggest that it is appropriate for the National Health and Medical Research Council to consider guidance on immunisation coverage of researchers with direct contact with participants, rather than leaving it to individual research ethics committees.
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